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November/December 2015
Communication and Language
Speaking
Uses language to widen contacts, share feelings,
ideas and thoughts. 1
Holds a conversation jumping from topic to
topic.2
Learns new words rapidly and is able to use
them.3
Uses simple sentences Mummy gone work.4
Uses gestures with limited talk e.g. reaches for toy
“I have it”.5
Uses a variety of questions.6

Physical Development
Movement and handling
22-36 months
Climbs confidently and begins to pull themselves
up on nursery play equipment.14
Can Kick a large ball.15
Shows control on using jugs to pour, books and
mark making tools.16
Imitates drawing simple shapes e.g. circles and
lines.17
Beginning to use three fingers (tripod grip) to hold
writing tools.18

30-50 months
Beginning to use more complex sentences to link
thoughts using (and) and (because).7
Can retell a past event in the correct order.8
Use talk to connect ideas explain what is
happening what might happen and recall
experiences.9
Builds up vocab that reflects the breath of their
experiences.10
Questions why things happen and give
explanations.11

30-50 months
Moves freely and with pleasure and confidence in
a variety of ways such as slithering, shuffling,
rolling, crawling etc.19
Draws lines and circles using gross motor
movements.20
Uses one handed tools and equipment e.g. makes
snips in paper.21
Can copy some letters from name.22

40-60 months +
Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and
experiences in play situations.12
Introduces a storyline or narrative into their
play.13

40-60 months +
Experiments with different ways of moving.23
Negotiates space successfully when playing
adjusting speed or changing direction to avoid
obstacles.24
Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials.25
Handles tools and malleable materials with
increasing control.26
Begins to form recognisable letters.27

Personal Social and Emotional Development
Self Confidence and Self Awareness
22-36 months
Expresses own preferences and interests.28
30-50 months
Can select and use resources with help.29
Welcomes praise for what they have done.30
Enjoys carrying out small tasks.31
Is more outgoing to unfamiliar people and more
confident in new situations.32
Confident to talk to children when playing and
communicates about home.33
Shows confidence in asking adults for help.34
40-60 months +
Confident to speak to others about own needs,
wants, interests and opinions.35
Can describe self and talk about abilities.36

Literacy
Reading
22-36 months
Have some favourite stories, rhymes,
songs or jingles.37
Repeats words or phrases from
familiar stories.38
Fills in missing words from a
rhyme/story.39
30-50 months
Listens to and joins in with
stories/poems 1 to 1 and in small
groups.40
Suggest how story may end.41
Listen with attention and recall.42
Recognises familiar words and signs
e.g. own name and logos.43
Looks at books independently and
carefully and turns pages.44
40-60 months +
Enjoys an increasing range of
books.45
Knows that information can be
retrieved from books and
computers.46

Expressive Arts And Design
Exploring using media and
materials
22-36 months
Joins in singing favourite songs.47
Experiments with blocks, colours
and marks.48
30-50 months
Enjoys dancing and joining in with
ring games.49
Sings a few familiar songs.50
Begins to be interested and describe
the texture of things.51
Realises tools can be used for a
purpose.52
40-60 months +
Begins to build a repertoire of songs
and dances.53
Understands that different media can
be combined to create new effects.54
Manipulates materials to achieve a
planned effect.55
Uses simple tools and techniques
competently and appropriately.56

Mathematics
Numbers
2-36 months
Recites some number names in
sequence.57
Selects a small; group of objects
when asked for example please gives
me two.58
30-50 months
Uses some number names and
number language spontaneously.59
Uses some number names accurately
in play.60
Recites numbers in order to 10.61
Sometimes matches numbers and
quantity correctly.62
Shows curiosity about numbers by
offering comments or asking
questions.63
40-60 Months +
Recognise numerals 1 to 5.64
Counts 3 to 4 objects by saying one
number name for each item.65
Counts objects to 10 and begins to
count beyond. 66

Understanding The World
People and Communities
22-36 months
Has sense of own immediate family
and relations.67
In pretend play imitates events from
own family/cultural background.68
Beginning to have their own
friends.69
30-50 months
Remembers and talks about
significant events in their own
experience.70
Recognises and describes special
times/events for family or friends.71
40-60 months +
Enjoys joining in with family
customs and routines.72

